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is canvassed by a multitude of applicants, who seek
*to deceive him in a thousand different ways, but who
instruct him by their deceit. He takes a part in
political undertakings which did not originate in his
own conception, but which give him a taste for under-
^takings of the kind. New ameliorations are daily
pointed out in the property which he holds in common
with others, and this gives him the desire of improving
that property which is more peculiarly his own. He
is perhaps neither happier nor better than those who
came before him, but he is better informed and more
active. I have no doubt that the democratic insti-
tutions of the United States, joined to the physical
constitution of the country, are the cause (not the
direct, as is so often asserted, but the indirect cause)
of the prodigious commercial activity of the inhabit-
ants. It is not engendered by the laws, but the people
learns how to promote it by the experience derived
from legislation.
When the opponents of democracy assert that a
single individual performs the duties which he under-
takes much better than the government of the com-
manity, it appears to me that they are perfectly right.
The government of an individual, supposing an
equality of instruction on either side, is more con-
sistent, more persevering, and more accurate than
that of a multitude, and it is much better qualified
judiciously to discriminate the characters of the men
it employs. If any deny what I advance, they have
certainly never seen a democratic government, or
have formed their opinion upon very partial evidence.
It is true that even when local circumstances and the
disposition of the people allow democratic institutions
to subsist, they never display a regular and methodical
system of government. Democratic liberty is far from
accomplishing all the projects it undertakes, with the